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FEATURE

By Jon Williamson (Maryland-College Park 1965)

A recipient of the Distinguished Flying Cross, two Purple Heart Medals, 
and the Defense of Freedom Medal, Lt. Col. Robert J. Hymel died on 
September 11, 2001, at the Pentagon.

Salute to a Fallen Brother

In a few days we will celebrate Inde-
pendence Day. For many 
of us the 4th of July is a 
time of fun and celebra-
tion, of hot dogs and 
ice cream, parades and 
evening fireworks. Others 
will pause in quiet reflec-
tion and remembrance of 
times when we were not 
a free people, but rather 
held under a tyrant’s thumb; when we chose 
to fight for the freedoms and liberties that 
we continue to enjoy today, hundreds of 
years later.

On this occasion, flags are flown in front of 
millions of homes and are placed beside the 
graves of our soldiers, whether they are in 
American cemeteries or on countless battle-
fields throughout the world.

Men of our great fraternity have served in 
our armed forces from the 1880s through 
today, serving in harm’s way with bravery 
and distinction. They continue to remind us 
that freedom is not free and requires eternal 
vigilance.

On January 6th, 1941, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt gave a speech to the Congress of 
the United States that outlined “Four Free-
doms” that that should be enjoyed by all: 
The “Freedom of speech and expression,” the 
“Freedom of every person to worship God 
in his own way,” the “Freedom from want” 
and the “Freedom from fear.” Many of our 
brothers have given their all to protect these 
freedoms.

Decorated Veteran
Thousands of brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha 
have fought on foreign soils and hundreds 
have made the ultimate sacrifice. This 
includes a score who died on September 

11, 2001, one of whom was Robert Joseph 
Hymel (Louisiana-Lafayette 1969). It has 
been said of Brother Hymel that he was 
a good and faithful son, husband, father 
and grandfather. All true! He was also an 
American who was dedicated to his country 
through his service in the U.S. Air Force. He 
rose in rank to lieutenant colonel and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, two 
Purple Heart Medals, and the Defense of 
Freedom Medal.

During the Vietnam War, in December 
1972, he was the co-pilot of a B-52 Bomber 
on a mission over Hanoi, North Vietnam, 
when his plane was struck by a surface-to-air 
missile. The crippled plane made it back to 
base, but crashed upon landing.

Pulled from the wreckage, Bob Hymel 
would spend one and a half years recovering 
from his extensive injuries. Rather than retire 
on disability, he spent an additional 20 years 
in uniform and served in the Persian Gulf 
War.

Service to Country
Upon his retirement he became an analyst 
for the Defense Intelligence Agency and 
was assigned to the Pentagon. It was in 
this capacity that he was working when the 
terrorists flew the passenger plane into the 
Pentagon on September 11th.

During his funeral at Arlington National 
Cemetery, a lone B-52 flew overhead and 
gently dipped its 
wings in tribute to 
this fallen warrior. 
Lambda Chi Al-
pha acknowledges 
his courage and 
dedication to duty 
and life well lived. 

Other Brothers Who Died on 9/11

September 11, 2001, claimed the lives of 
at least nine brothers of our bond, and we 
all knew them. They were the buddies who 
loved to play sports; the friends who stayed 
up all night to talk; the brothers who could 
make anyone smile in an instant.

While our fallen brothers passed through 
only a few chapters in reality, they touched 
every one —- and our hearts ache with the 
senselessness that took their lives.

On the afternoon of September 11, 2001, 
emails and phone calls started to pour into 
the International Headquarters, and didn’t 
stop for weeks afterward —- expressing love, 
sympathy, and concern.

We hoped for the best and kept faith that 
our missing brothers would soon be found, 
but Lambda Chi Alpha couldn’t escape the 
devastation. Despite our prayers, news of 
brothers who died that day came anyway.

Let us always remember that although life 
has deserted their physical bodies, their 
spirits live eternally and will dwell in the 
hearts of those who loved them —- and from 
our bond, our brothers will forever be in our 
hearts.

Donald A. Delapenha (Baldwin-•	
Wallace 1985)

Chris Dincuff (Villanova 1992)•	

Michael Gould (Villanova 1994)•	

Robert Higley (Connecticut 1994)•	

Todd Hill (Massachusetts 1989)•	

Justin J. Molisani Jr. (Lycoming 1981)•	

Jarrold Paskins (Nebraska-Omaha •	
1970)

Christopher Vialonga (Susquehanna •	
1993) 

\
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Honoring Our Fallen Brothers

FRATERNITY NEWS

World War One
George Nathan Althouse
Earl Granville Anderson
Robert Harris Barker
Walter Gustavas Beville
Alfred C. Bohri
George Yonger Bradley
Joseph Alpheus Carr
Thomas Edward Carter
Dow Russel Cope
Orville Menees Coston
George Burton Cumeford
Edwin Baker Davis
David Oliver Nourse Edes
Dinsmore Ely
David Jenkins Ewing
Wayne W. Fish
David Mijamin Gaskill
Fred Cook Gilpatric
George Everard Glossop
Austin Leonard Grove
Carl H. Hagensen
Cyril T. Hunt
John Oscar Johnson
William Sidney Jopson
Melvin Bland Kelleher
Raymond Allen Landon 
Julian Thomas Lowe
Julian Mathieu
Claire Edgar Myers
Harold William O’Connor
Howard Mauer Peterson
Albert Granberry Reed
Thaddeus D. Roderick
Duane Horton Rutledge
Oliver Clarence Stern
Fred Weare Stone
William Wallace Thayer
Ray C. Young

wORLD wAR tWO
A. Richard Thompson
Alan Pope Cary
Albert Edward Long
Albert Joseph Kircher
Albert L. Ashmead
Albert Neil Hett
Alex George Rusnak
Alexander McC. Mitchell, Jr.
Alexander Robertson Willson
Alfred Beecher Ables
Alfred Chester Lang
Alfred Clement Frampton
Alfred Van Sant Bodine
Allan Willson Troup
Angelo Patrick Bianco
Armond H. Westley
Arnold Halsall Holt
Arthur Chester Vivian, Jr.
Arthur Finley
Arthur Lewis Miller
Arthur R. C. Tower
Arthur William McCulloch
Ben McCrory Morehouse
Bernard J. Shanley, Jr.
Bernard Nieweg Gates
Bertel R. Rasmussen
Blaine Kasten Wiesner
Boyd Sutcliffe Grant
Brooks Tolar
Bruce Canfield Chapman

Burton Wilson Seely
Calvin David Sigrist
Carl Boger, Jr.
Carl Daniel Rutledge, Jr.
Carl Fearnley Rhodes
Carl G. Clayton
Carl James Shetler
Cary Saurage
Chalender Lee Lesher
Charles A. Ellett
Charles A. Sinclair
Charles Byron Korns
Charles Cleon Hoover
Charles E. Downing, Jr.
Charles Edwin Stevens
Charles Elbert Etter
Charles Frederick LeComte
Charles Glenn Shafar
Charles Herman Sweat
Charles Ilger
Charles John Olson
Charles Packan
Chester Arwin Gorham, Jr.
Clifford Orin Miles
Clinton Foster Goodwin, Jr.
Compton Rust Hummel, Jr.
Dana D. Goodwin, Jr.
Daniel T. Walker
David E. Howard
David Goodale Howard, Jr.
David Horace Thorn
David Lafayette Hunt
David Mondschine Lewy
David W. Robinson
Delbert F. Crews
Donald A. Purdy
Donald E. Wickert
Donald Kerr
Donald N. See
Donald R. Brooks
Donald Walter Hoefler
Douglas Goff
Douglas Parker
Douglas Ronald Hardy
Doyce Donald Harden
Doyle Harry Darnold, Jr.
Drew Merritt Smith
Duane Leonard Cosper
Duncan Dreher Fitzgerald
Earl Lewis Noble, Jr.
Earnest Doyle Holley
Edmund J. Fay
Edward Dexter McIntyre
Edward Emmett Baker
Edward F. Boylan
Edward Glen Walker, Jr.
Edward Joseph Schubert
Edward Lawrence McDaniel
Edward Lester Forrest
Edward Munroe Bates
Edward Spencer Mason
Edward Thomas Kelly
Edwin F. Garriott
Edwin Jack Bain
Edwin R. O’Hara
Ervin Davis, Jr.
Eugene Allen Smith
Eugene D. Dickey
Eugene Dickerson Freeman
Farrell S. Miller
Floyd Reynolds Hodges III

Forrest Redfield Nichols
Francis Albert Stemp
Francis Cox
Francis Durr Roelkey
Francis Rall Pierce
Francis Walter Tryhe
Frank A. Lightfoot
Frank George Cole, Jr.
Frank H. Todd
Frank Thaddeus Coleman
Frank Von Sprecken, Jr.
Franklin David Burt
Franklin LaRue Peck
Franklyn Wesley Bovey
Fred J. Smerke
Fred O. Lorimer
Frederick Otto Boysen
Garnett L. Freeman
Gene P. Neville
George E. Pierce
George Edison Feray
George Edward Mueller
George Emlen Scott
George Freeman Kehoe
George Garrett Horton
George Hampton Rector, Jr.
George Hayman
George I. Cook
George J. Baxter
George Joseph Back
George Julius Reuter
George P. Longston, Jr.
George R. Neblett
George Stroupe
George W. Cloyd
George W. Stahley
Gerald Brower
Gerald Rand Taber
Gerald W. Martin
Glenn Coursey
Glynn Presley Hill, Jr.
Gordon Magay
Gordon Woodrow Tice
Guy Leland Page, Jr.
Guy Raymond Sheppard
Harland Fremont Burgess
Harley B. Lewis, Jr.
Harold Eugene Simon
Harold G. Senften
Harold James Mackin
Harold John Obenauer
Harold L. Costley
Harold Martin Bright
Harold Shroka
Harold Simpson
Harry Casey
Harry F. Reid
Harry W. Benson, Jr.
Harry W. Lusk
Heidle James Smith
Henry Eastham Staniels
Henry Edsel Wilson
Henry Peter Stoffregen
Henry Wray Claybaugh
Henry Wright Hurley
Herbert Luebbe
Herbert Paul Korenko
Herbert T. Merrill
Hoke Flynt Shore
Howard Franklin Rowell
Howard P. French

Howard William Reed
Howell Stewart Kopp
Hugh L. Moore
Irving George Gibbs
Irving Roy Rathgeb
Ivan Herbert Witt
J. B. Lewis
Jack Franklin Seaton
Jack Gleason Grossenbacker
Jack Irvin Smith
Jack Robbins
Jack T. Laughlin
Jack Worst
Jackson Lee Raines
James Drayton Holstum, Jr.
James Franklin Wood
James Gilmore Heath
James Hamilton Gerberding
James Hill Cook
James Irwin Henderson
James L. Hughes
James Lauck
James Mack Guin
James Ross Luden
James S. Swenson
James Strickland Swarts
James Thomas Suder
James Turner Skipworth
James Victor Neelley
James Vlassis
James Wallace McMillan
Jefferson Lee Boling
John A. Beeson
John Ahern
John Alexander Alvis
John B. Hurley
John C. Anderson
John C. Baker
John Carl Lawson, Jr.
John Case Younglove
John Crosland Coleman
John D. Proctor, Jr.
John Elwyn Weniger
John Ethan Carmichael, Jr.
John Frank Gray
John Franklin Kincaid
John Franklin Paschal
John G. Shirley
John Gaunt Hammell
John Holover Jorgensen
John J. Howell
John Jacob Little
John M. Bregel
John Otto Matthias
John Roger Simpson
John S. West
John Seymour Streeter
John W. Wilkinson
John Wilbur Lowery
John Wilcig Rayl
John Willard Ford
Joseph Francis Leonard Jr.
Joseph Kenneth Hamilton
Joseph Kilas
Joseph Kirkpatrick 
McClurkin, Jr.
Joseph L. McClellan
Joseph Leonard
Joseph Melvin Bain
Julian Rogerson Whitman
Justin Jeremiah Hower

Keith Holiday Carr
Kenneth Cecil Wood
Kenneth Geike Jeanneret
Kurt Ronald Schaefer
L. George Dunnica
Leo J. Elliott
Leo W. Belcher
Leonard C. Pickard
Leroy R. Pond
Leslie William Jacobs
Lew Walter Davidson, Jr.
Lewis J. Pickup
Lewis T. Davis Jr.
Lloyd C. Danielson
Louis Frank Moritz, Jr.
Louis George Reno
Lowell Raymond Toelle
Luther Charles Kern
Lyman V. Rhodes IV
Marvin Risen
Maurice Wadsworth Tuttle
Max Henry Dahl
McJilton Sargent
Melvin King
Meredith Smith King, Jr.
Milton James Porter
Myron Philip Fishel
Neil A. Sheridan
Neil D. Quast
Noel Spencer MacKinnon
Norris John Kent
Oliver Cromwell Turner
Oliver Harris Searcy, Jr.
Orville E. Stone, Jr.
Orville Street
Otis Stewardson
Paul Bouton
Paul H. Alter
Paul Henry Bird
Paul Winder Curtis, Jr.
Percy M. Vernon
Perry James Reed
Philip Smith
Philip T. Wolking
Ralph A. Plate
Ralph Roy Thompson, Jr.
Ralph Sturdy Blake
Ralph William Snodgrass
Rancie L. Dillard
Raymond Carl Kraus
Raymond Haskell Jolley
Raymond Henry Brock
Raymond L. Sherrill
Raymond Luft
Reid B. Messinger
Rene John Duprez
Rexford George Renz
Richard C. Shipston
Richard Ely Noyes
Richard Frederick Moore
Richard Glenn Finley
Richard H. Heritage
Richard L. Jacobs
Richard Lucius Warren
Richard Merle Jackson
Richard R. Gahn
Richard Reid Barber
Richard Stuart Jansen
Richard Temple Booth
Richard Turner Moore
Robert A. LaFleur

Robert Aaron Goldberg
Robert Alexander Weden
Robert B. Secord
Robert Bruce Gaston
Robert Bruce McConnell
Robert Bruce Morson
Robert Chambers, Jr.
Robert Charles Smith
Robert Charles Wehrenberg
Robert E. Helfrecht
Robert E. Miller
Robert Edward Donnelly, Jr.
Robert Hall Masco
Robert Howard Spindler
Robert Ivan Dittrich
Robert James Wallace
Robert Laird Kerr
Robert Long Nissley
Robert Lucek
Robert M. Jacoby
Robert Marvin Wilson
Robert Maurice Gray
Robert Russell Coates
Robert S. Daugherty
Robert Sturdevant Wright 
Robert Vernon Lockhart, Jr.
Robert Verrill Carter
Robert W. Turbyne
Robert Wesley Turner
Roger Leon Holm
Roscoe Morgan Shay, Jr.
Roy J. Shilling
Royce R. Reinwald
Rubert E. Rogers
Ruel Carter Shows
Russell Marion Young
S. Benton Emery
Samuel Pittman Cole, Jr.
Sheldon I. Clarkson
Simon Surabian
Stafford Wilbur Webb
Stephen Mercer Collins
Terrence McMan Burrow, Jr.
Theodore J. Schwink
Theodore Van Beuning
Thomas A. Hedge
Thomas A. Johnston
Thomas Austin Cribbs
Thomas Bruce Luckett
Thomas Frank Moore
Thomas Hopley
Thomas John Wright
Thomas S. Rankin
Thomas Wade Croxton
Thornton Lampkin
Varner E. Mathews
Victor Hansen, Jr.
W. Eugene Dyar
W. Reggie Snead
W. Robert Lobaugh
Walter Allen Trout
Walter Babcock
Walter F. MacQuaide, Jr.
Walter Francis Livingston III
Walter Galen Clark
Walter Gerald Johnson, Jr.
Walter Pierce Chambers
Walter Raymond Bammann
Walter W. Jackson
Wayne Henry Loeb
Wayne Merrell Moore

William Alger Shaw
William Bernard Fulmer
William Brown Burge, Jr.
William Doyle
William Edward Seiders, Jr.
William Elisha Camp
William Frederick Merrill
William Fuller Lines
William H. Green, Jr.
William H. Snyder
William Herbert Smith
William Howard Hooper
William John King
William John Roberts
William Johnson Blair
William Johnson Kenyon
William Kenneth Bane
William Louis Van Cleaf
William M. Ferris
William Michael McKnight
William Morgan Johnson
William Parker Cook
William Perley Anton
William Staaf
William Trescher
William V. Frey
William Witney Putney
Winfield Nelms Kyle, Jr.
Youell Lester Crum

Korea Conflict
Aaron A. Abercrombie
John B. Adkins
Robert A. Bowen
Harry A. Busch
James Rogers Byler
Jerry L. Carlson
Thomas Gill Cary
Thomas Dunn Eveslage
Eugene Berry Francovich
Russell G. Freitag
Edward Randell Garrett
Martin Jerome Gavio
Robert A. Gehman
Ronald D. Graham
Richard E. Hawes
Charles Stewart Heddleson
Charles R. Holman
Paul M. Hunt
Alfred O. Hutchinson
Arthur H. Hutchinson
Dean Wesley Joscelyn
Robert B. King
William G. Knauf
Daniel Bruce Leake
Gerald Paul LePard
Charles Holbrook Lull
Roy Verl Lulow Jr.
Maurice J. Marks
Douglas N. Matheson
Royce McGarr
Frank Wayne Morse
James J. O’Connell
Ralph Joseph Petrell
Robert D. Phelps
Robert Phillips
James R. Reid
Robert Rutledge
Gordon Douglas Scott
Sam Trenton Stumbo
Ernest Walker

John C. Zweygartt

Vietnam War
Albert Joseph Smith
Arthur F. Hennessey, Jr.
Arthur Joseph dela 
Houssaye, Jr.
Cal Duane Johnson
Clarence Thomas Covill
Clenn Warren Whittle, Jr.
David Ashley Stephens
Derald D. Swift
Donald A. Carroll
Donald Edward Holmes
Douglas C. Mabee
J. Milton O’Neil
J. O. Murdaugh, Jr.
Jack M. Thurman
Jack Selwyn Inlah
James A. Marshall
James Douglas Conn
James G. Humphrey
James Thomas Spence III
Jean Pierre Souzon
Jeffrey S. Dyer
Jerome Thomas Davies
John B. Sherman
John Henry Joyce
John P. Williams
John S. Sabine
John W. Roberts III
Jon Christian Merkel
Joseph Stephen Prince
Keith T. Hammond
Kevin Michael Flaherty
L. Vick Beattys
Larry Harford
Martin Benson
McCrea Benedict Tuttle
Paschel Glenn Boggs
Paul W. Bush
Randolph McBride
Raymond Lester Conway
Richard Bruce Johnston
Richard D. Morrow
Richard H. Davis
Richard Paul Donovan
Richard Travers German
Richard W. Podell
Robert Glen Hartman
Robert L. Baldwin
Robert W. Hubbard
Rodney Edwin Kuehn
Roger A. Dorwart
Stephen G. Peck
Stephen R. Scrivener
Terry Y. Ogami
Thomas Edwin Pettis
Thomas J. Hayes IV
Thomas W. Matthews, Jr.
Victor M. Hodson
Walter P. Gorham
Wesley Craig Benno
William Daniel Hepburn
William David Canup
William G. Lute
William Hamlin Boswell
William N. Frengel
William Robert Bennett
William Rodney Rankin

As Lambda Chi Alpha begins celebrating its first 100 years, it is important to look back and honor all the brothers who have given the ultimate 
sacrifice while protecting our freedom.  One of the pillars of the Associate Member Ceremony is patriotism, these brothers have lived and died as 
true patriots.  Lambda Chi Alpha has been represented in every major conflict since our founding in 1909.
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By Dan Hartmann (Truman State 2007)

CENTENNIAL NEWS

Wide variety of events highlight next 18 months of 
celebration.

Schedule of Events

Many beginnings are made throughout life. 
Most of those beginnings find an end. Few 
true followings cross multiple generations 
and realize continued growth. Lambda Chi 
Alpha celebrates 100 years of True 
Brotherhood in 2009.

Throughout the Centennial Celebration 
year, Lambda Chi Alpha will feature articles 
each month to focus on the then and now of 
the past 100 years.

In addition, each article will include 
thoughts from a wide array of alumni and 
undergraduates who answer the question, 
“What does 100 years mean to me?”

Regional Centennial Receptions
The Centennial Celebration year also is 
packed with an exciting schedule of events, 
receptions, and celebrations. From Seattle to 
Naples, Toronto to San Diego, and 
everywhere in between, 30 cities in North 
America will play host to alumni Centennial 
Celebration receptions.

To find a reception near you, please visit the 
“Events” tab on our newly redesigned 
website www.lambdachi.org.

International Centennial Celebration
Two more monumental events for 2009 
include the International Centennial 
Celebration in Indianapolis and the 
Centennial Historical Tour of Boston.

The International Centennial Celebration is 
July 31–August 1, and the Centennial 
Celebration Historical Tour of Boston is 
November 6–7. For further information on 
the Celebration and/or Tour, please contact 
Dan Hartmann at dhartmann@lambdachi.
org.

Regional Centennial Conclaves
Lastly, active chapters will be uniting in the 
spring of 2009 to meet in a spirit of 
brotherhood at regional conclave 
celebrations.

Conclaves will provide an opportunity for 
undergraduate and alumni brothers to share 
in fellowship, training, and leadership 
development. The following colleges and 
universities will host a Conclave Centennial 
Celebration in the spring:

Akron•	
Arkansas State•	
California-Polytechnic•	
Denver•	
Florida Southern•	
High Point/UNC-Greensboro•	
Oregon State•	
Purdue•	
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute•	
Saint Josephs•	
Simpson•	
Texas-San Antonio•	
Troy•	
Vanderbilt •	

Lambda Chi Alpha will officially kick off the 
Centennial Celebration year at the Purple, 
Green and Gold Banquet on Saturday night, 
July 19th during the 52nd General Assembly.

Look for more relevant Centennial 
information in this section of the Cross & 
Crescent in the months to come.

What Do 100 Years Mean to Me?

A few years ago, a friend in his mid-90s 
talked to me about his youth in the early 
1900s. He said, “There were no airplanes, no 
automobiles, no televisions, no telephones, 
no indoor toilets, no electricity in the houses, 
and almost no store-bought food.” I asked 
what were the most important things at 
that time. He replied “Same things that are 
important today: love, integrity, family, 
friends and an education.”

One hundred years is a long time but placed 
in perspective, most equate the events and 
progress accomplished with such a period. 
During the past 100 years we have improved 
in that we now have modern material 
conveniences; however, while we have 
become more educated, there remains an 
undisputed need for many of the attributes 
that seem to be most important. In equating 
years with the progress made by humanity, I 
feel that the next 100 years can be successful 
and productive if we can improve human 
responses by integrating the attributes 
found in the True Brother Program into our 
society. Time moves rapidly but human 
compassion and service move at a snail’s 
pace.

Futuristically, 100 years seems like a period 
of time that we can improve our world by 
having our brothers and others establish 
appropriate responses to human and world 
needs. This can be a period in which we 
become even a more highly positive force for 
the important things in life. If we and others 
do not accomplish this, the next 100 years is 
going to be a hell of a long time.

— Former Grand High Alpha Dr. Murphy 
Osborne (High Point 1958) 
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By Mike  Raymond (Miami-OH 1967)

HISTORY

MIT chapter named in honor of World War I hero.

Jimmy Doolittle, Pappy Boyington, 
and...Dinsmore Ely?

I imagine almost every Lambda Chi knows the story of Gen. James 
H. “Jimmy” Doolittle (California Berkeley 1918) aviation pioneer 
and famous hero of World War II. His exploits in organizing and 
executing the daring Tokyo Raid in 1942 were immortalized in the 
book and movie Thirty Seconds over Tokyo. Doolittle’s personal bravery 
and leadership skill were recognized with the Medal of Honor.

I bet to a lesser extent that many Lambda Chis also know the story of 
Col. Gregory “Pappy” Boyington (Washington 1948). This 
legendary aviator was the commander and top ace of the U.S. Marine 
Corps’ Black Sheep Squadron of World War II fame. His bravery as a 
pilot and courage as a Japanese prisoner of war was also acknowledged 
with a Medal of Honor.

But, what about Dinsmore Ely?

Ely’s Story
I doubt if many Lambda Chis know 
the story of this popular hero of 
World War I. It is a story worth 
telling. His story reminds us of the 
many stories that could be told of 
the courage, love of country, and 
honor of untold millions of men 
and women who served, and 
continue to serve, in our U.S. 
Armed Forces.

Hopefully, recounting his unique 
story will encourage us to remember 
that our freedom has a price that is 
often paid for by personal sacrifice, 
injury, and even death.

Reuben C. Youngquist (Washington State 1928), writing in a 1929 
issue of the Purple, Green, and Gold Magazine, identified Dinsmore 
Ely (Massachusetts Inst of Tech 1914) as the most outstanding 
Lambda Chi to serve in World War I.

As an undergraduate, Ely served his chapter as High Gamma and 
High Alpha. Scheduled to graduate in 1918, he was among the first 
men to answer the call to arms as America slowly prepared to enter 
the European conflict. He entered the French Air Corps in 1917. He 
was killed in action on April 21, 1918. At the time of his death, he 
was a second lieutenant. During his time in France, he wrote many 

letters to his parents and friends. One of these letters would capture 
the imagination of the American public.

A Creed of an American Soldier
The night before he died, Ely ended his last letter to his parents with 
this message that soon became famous throughout the world:

And I want to say in closing that if anything should happen to me, let’s 
have no mourning in spirit or in dress. Like a Liberty Bond, it is an 
investment, not a loss when a man dies for his country. It is an honor 
to a family, and is that a time for weeping? I would rather leave my 
family, rich in pleasant memories of my life than numbed in sorrow at 
my death.

Youngquist reported that 35 million copies of the letter were printed 
and Ely’s message was used to promote the sale of Liberty Bonds for 
the remainder of the war. His words were the subject of numerous 
editorials, news articles, and magazine stories across the country.
Dinsmore Ely, One Who Served



Cross & Crescent  July 20087www.crossandcrescent.com

HISTORY

In 1919, A.C. McClurg published a collection of Ely’s letters in a 
book entitled, Dinsmore Ely, One Who Served.* The book has a 
personal, even intimate, prelude written by Ely’s father, Dr. James O. 
Ely.

This prelude sheds some additional light on the military service of 
Ely. His father wrote that Dinsmore arrived in France on July 4, 
1917. Two days later he volunteered and immediately entered service 
with the LaFayette Flying Corps. During his training he quickly 
gained a reputation as a fine flier  and gunner.

He fought with a French escadrille (squadron) from January to April 
1918 in the Toul Sector near Verdun. On returning to Paris, he was 
ordered to report to the headquarters of the American Army to 
receive his commission as an officer.

His father reported that his son requested to be attached as an 
American volunteer to his old French escadrille. According to Dr. Ely, 
his son wrote his last letter the 
next day shortly before he took 
to the air in his Spad fighter 
plane. Dinsmore Ely was shot 
down near Villacoublay.

Dinsmore Ely was buried with 
impressive ceremonies in the 
Des Gouard’s Cemetery in 
Versailles, France. His funeral 
ceremony involved French 
Artillery troops, French Foreign 
Legion soldiers, American 
Marines, and many other 
French, American, and Allied 
civil and military 
representatives.

Lambda Zeta Petitions the Grand High Zeta
The Grand High Gamma records contain a unique petition from 
Lambda Zeta at Massachusetts Institute of Technology that reads as 
follows:

The Grand High Zeta be informed that it is our opinion that the life 
and death of Dinsmore Ely have brought so much luster and honor on 
this Zeta and the entire body of Lambda Chi Alpha that we petition 
that precedent be waived, and that, as a perpetual memorial to our 

brother, this Zeta shall hereafter, in addition to its Greek letter 
designation, be forever known as the Dinsmore Ely Zeta of Lambda 
Chi Alpha.

This petition is clear evidence that his Lambda Chi brothers at MIT 
held his record of devotion to country, honor, and self-sacrifice close 
to their hearts.

The Grand High Zeta authorized the use of “Dinsmore Ely Zeta” for 
Lambda Zeta in 1919.

*This book can be downloaded at Google Book Search. 
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TRUE BROTHER

By Tim Reuter (Simpson 2003)

Exemplifying our Core Values, Mark Eberhart helps wounded 
soldiers recuperate.

Cancer Survivor Thrives

Core Values form the foundation of Lambda Chi Alpha’s approach to 
brotherhood. As a part of the True Brother Initiative, our Seven Core 
values — Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Service and Stewardship, Honor, 
Integrity, and Personal Courage — once learned and internalized 
equip each Lambda Chi Alpha undergraduate brother and associate 
member with a clear moral compass always orienting him, no matter 
the environment or consequences, toward making ethical decisions. 
true brother sidebar

For Lambda Chi Alpha, it is not enough simply to know how to do 
things the right way; more importantly, it is to do the right things, for 
brotherhood and leadership are ultimately about action, about doing.

Core Value in Action: Service & Stewardship
Mark Eberhart (Maryland-
Baltimore County 1994) has 
phantom pains all day everyday...”it 
sucks, it feels like he has a left foot 
and it feels like he is getting a tattoo 
24 hours a day.” He has learned to 
live with it...and “it helped him chill 
out.” He says life doesn’t go the way 
you want or expect but losing his leg 
has made him mentally stronger and 
has matured him ways he never 
thought possible.

Eberhart grew up as an athlete. He was MVP of his high school state 
championship cross country team and a student athlete for the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County. By the spring of 1994 he 
had pain in his in his left leg, which was diagnosed as cancer. In 1996, 
he had his first surgery, which was an initially successful insurgence 
against the cancer. Unfortunately, the cancer reappeared, which called 
for more surgeries in 2003 and the eventual amputattion of Mark’s 
leg in 2005.

“I am better off now than I was right after 2003 surgery,” says 
Eberhart. “Just before the amputation, I had so much of my leg 
removed it looked like a shark had bitten a chunk out of my leg. It 
was like slowly dying.”

Through his trials, Eberhart has found a passion and inherent need to 
be involved and spend time working with cancer victims and 
amputees.

In 1998, Eberhart fielded a team in 
the local Relay for Life. He admits 
he was initially interested in the 
event because he thought it was a 
competitive 24 hour race but after 
realizing his mistake he formed a 
team anyway. The Lifeguards, as 
Eberhart’s team is known, has been 
actively partaking in the event ever 
since. Howard County Relay created 
the Team Spirit Award in 1998 
specifically for The Lifeguards, who 
have become somewhat of a local 
legend, so that the group’s liveliness 
would not go unrecognized. The 
event has become a flagship event for the Maryland-Baltimore 
County chapter.

Eberhart is also active in 
with Team River 
Runner, a group that 
helps veterans of the 
Iraq and Afghan wars 
recuperating at Walter 
Reed Army Medical 
Center find health, 
healing, and new 
challenges through 
whitewater boating on the Potomac River. While the focus of Team 
River Runner’s work is on soldiers recuperating at Walter Reed, the 
group also provides whitewater boating opportunities for family 
members as well as for other wounded veterans. He says he has 
learned how to outfit his kayak and has transferred that knowledge to 
other amputees. He says he takes joy in teaching veterans how to roll 
and work kayaks and taking them out on the water, including Class 4 
rapids. 

Throughout his battle with cancer and the many difficulties associated 
with losing his leg, Eberhart has found an inspiring and meaningful 
way to serve his country and exemplify Lambda Chi Alpha’s Core 
Value of Service & Stewardship.
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Chapter News
Chapter news, alumni news, and reports of death

Boston (Alpha) 
After 32 years of service, Bill Raeder (Boston 1960) has retired as 
president of the National Braille Press. Raeder was featured in the 
May 2006 Cross & Crescent.

Thilo C. Agthe (1984) was named a partner at Wuersch & 
Gering LLP, a New York law firm concentrating on cross-border 
and domestic corporate securities and other business transactions, 
litigation and arbitration, taxation, intellectual property and 
immigration. Prior to being named partner, he was senior counsel 
since joining the firm in 2003. He heads Wuersch & Gering’s 
intellectual property law practice group.

Cal State-Fullerton (Phi-Epsilon)
A group of chapter alumni brothers gathered for dinner.

Central Missouri State (Lambda-Pi)
At the annual 2007 Greek Awards, the chapter won the 
Outstanding Chapter Programming Award, as well as the 
Outstanding Chapter Philanthropy and Community Service 
Award. In addition, Justin Schaefer (2009) won the Emerging 
Leader Award, Aaron Kempker (2008) was named the Greek 
Man of the Year, and chapter High Pi and former Grand High 
Zeta member Walt Moser (1966) received the Adviser of the Year 
Award.

The chapter also was named Intramural Champions for the third 
consecutive year.

Denver (Alpha-Pi)
Antoine Perretta (2009) was elected vice president of the All 
Undergraduate Student Association Senate at the University of 
Denver for the 2008–09 school year. A hotel restaurant and tourism 
management major, he is a current junior senator, chair of the 
senate’s academic affairs committee, and a member of the Pioneer 
Leadership Program and the University Honors Program.

Drury (Theta-Sigma)
James C. Holman (1968) died June 16, 2008. An attorney with 
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston law firm based in Baltimore, he 
represented corporate and banking clients and had been board 
chairman of Family and Children’s Services of Central Maryland.

East Carolina (Iota-Upsilon)
Robert E. Turner (1970) died August 30, 2007.

East Tennessee State (Iota-Omicron)
Kenny Chesney (1990) was named entertainer of the year for the 
fourth consecutive year at the 43rd Annual Academy of Country 
Music Awards held on May 18 at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas

Eastern Kentucky (Phi-Beta)
Michael Goins (1991) was selected 
as an at-large delegate representing 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
at the 2008 Republican National 
Convention. Goins, who served 
as chapter vice president, formerly 
served as a spokesperson for Kentucky 
Gov. Ernie Fletcher, and is currently 
director of public relations for Forcht 
Group based in Kentucky.

Nicholas Cory) (2009) died May 
15, 2008. As a member of the Eastern 
Kentucky University ROTC, he served in the National Guard 
Unit and had achieved the rank of staff sergeant.
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Eureka (Theta-Chi)
Todd Cheek (1997) received the 2008 Young Alumni Award 
from Eureka College. He is a music teacher at Pontiac Township 
High School. Cheek and his wife established the Mackhayley 
Foundation in memory of their daughters, Mackenzie Rae and 
Hayley Grace, to benefit the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at 
Children’s Hospital of Illinois and the obstetrics department at 
OSF Saint James — John W. Albrecht Medical Center, P ontiac. 
Since its inception two years ago, the foundation has raised more 
than $20,000.

Florida State (Zeta-Rho)
Michael A. Haggard (1992) was named a 2008 Super Lawyer and 
was noted as a top 100 finalist receiving the highest point totals 
in the nomination, research and blue ribbon review process. The 
rigorous selection process executes a system of balloting, peer 
recognition and internal research to select the most qualified 
candidates. Only 5 percent of the total lawyers in Florida are 
listed in Super Lawyers. He also was sworn in as president-elect 
of the Florida Justice Association.

Georgia (Nu)
A former chapter president, Raymond A. Elrod Sr. (1958) retired 
as mayor of Dalton, Georgia. He has spent the last 24 years, after 
a successful career as an entrepreneur, in public service.

John Rauch (1948) died June 10, 2008. Inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 2004, he coached the Oakland Raiders 
in the second Super Bowl in 1967, and was later O.J. Simpson’s 
first coach in professional football with the Buffalo Bills. As an 
undergraduate, Rauch was spotted by the head coach of the 
Georgia Bulldogs playing flag football for Lambda Chi Alpha and 
was subsequently recruited onto the varsity team.

Georgia Tech (Beta-Kappa)
Chartered in 1942, the chapter has 85 undergraduate brothers and 
recently initiated its 1,800th member — Chip Burge (2011).

The chapter earned the fourth highest grades on campus among 
fraternities for the spring semester.

A retired business professor at Bluefield College in Virginia, Will 
Gordon (1951) had a scholarship established in his honor by one 
of his former students.

Gettysburg (Theta-Pi)
The chapter earned a cumulative 3.14 GPA for the 2007-2008 
academic year, better than the all-Greek and all-student averages.

Hampden-Sydney (Kappa-Eta)
David P. Schneider (1965) died May 27, 2008. A general 
contractor for David P. Schneider Co., he was a former board 
member of the Leukemia-Lymphoma Society, and Gilda’s Club, 
and was a coach for the St. Matthew’s Little League Red’s Team 
and was well known as the “unofficial” Mayor of St. Matthew’s.

Illinois (Chi)
FOX has cast Jonathan Sadowski 
(Illinois 2001), who starred with 
Bruce Willis in “Live Free or Die 
Hard,” in the drama “Courtroom 
K.” He will play a public defender 
in “Courtroom K,” a drama from 
“House” executive producer and 
“Donnie Brasco” writer Paul 
Attanasio. Sadowski guest-starred 
on “House” earlier this season and 
has also appeared in “Terminator: 
The Sarah Connor Chronicles” 
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and “Chuck.” He was featured in the October 2007  Cross & 
Crescent.

Arthur W. Vodak (1941) died January 5, 2008.

Memphis (Zeta-Theta)
Joe Morgan (1950) died June 7, 2008. A charter member of the 
chapter and 1980 Order of Merit recipient, he was the chapter’s 
first housing chairman and through the years was heavily involved 
in the acquisition and funding of several housing properties. 
Morgan served as a member of the Alumni Advisory Board, 
House Corporation treasurer, financial adviser, and as president 
and treasurer of the Mid-South Alumni Association. He assisted 
in the restructuring of the associate member program and had 
continually advised the chapter in various program areas. He 
served in the U.S. Navy during World War II and the Korean 
conflict.

Miami-OH (Zeta-Upsilon)
The colony earned a 3.18 cumulative GPA, placing third among 
all fraternities for the 2007-2008 academic year. This makes four 
straight semesters that the colony has ranked academically in the 
top four fraternities on campus.

Michigan State (Gamma-Omicron)
William W. Roberts (1971) died November 14, 2007.

Harmon A. Dudd (1935) died on September 22, 2007.

Millsaps (Theta-Eta)
Five brothers earned Phi Beta Kappa membership in 2008. They 
are Matthew Bonneau (2008), Bjorn Carlsson (2008), Joshua 
Downer (2008), Kyle Doherty (2008), Thomas Richardson 
(2008). Only 20 students gained entry into Phi Beta Kappa 
at Millsaps College this year. Because 10 of the new members 
are women, Lambda Chi Alpha claimed 50 percent of the men 
entering Phi Beta Kappa.

The chapter earned the 2007–2008 Chapter of Excellence 
Award.

Mississippi State (Epsilon-Chi)
William R. Jones Jr. (1944) died January 21, 2008.

Oregon State (Alpha-Lambda)
On June 2, 2008, the chapter Scholarship Committee announced 
$32,000 in 2008–09 Clayton Strain Scholarships awards to 11 
undergraduate brothers: Tyler Brooks (2009), Jordan Ehrlich 
(2009), Tom Fitzgerald (2009), Paul Heim (2010), Zak Holt 
(2010), Ryan Horton (2009), Geoff Jenks (2010), Chad Judy 
(2009), Cody Palmer (2010), Cody Thompson (2009), and 
Collin Turner (2010). Chapter founder Clayton Strain (1916) 
created an endowed annual chapter scholarship in 1978. These 
prestigious awards recognize overall student excellence by giving 
equal consideration of scholastic performance, service to Fraternity, 
service to the university, and financial need.

Penn State (Zeta)
The chapter earned a 3.42 GPA for the 2008 spring semester, the 
highest GPA among the 47 IFC fraternities and far above the IFC 
average of 3.04.

Pittsburgh (Gamma-Epsilon)
Josh Chapnick (2002) died June 18, 2008. He was a chef at the 
Seasons 52 restaurant and an assistant food and beverage manager 
at Morton’s Steakhouse in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Shippensburg (Phi-Tau)
Stephen E. “Frito” Forney (1984) died June 8, 2008. He was a 
professor at Kyungwoon University in Gumi, South Korea.

Southern California (Zeta-Delta)
On April 21, chapter brothers held Watermelon “BUST” (Brothers 
Uniting to Serve Together), a week of philanthropic and social 
events aimed at raising money and awareness for The Friendship 
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Circle, which helps children with special needs. The events raised 
in excess of $50,000 and included more than 1,000 hours of 
volunteer work from the brothers. Members worked together to 
support the overall fundraising efforts.

The chapter completed new renovations to the chapter house, 
including the additions of the Hunter’s Study Lounge, new game 
rooms both in front and upstairs, and enhanced relations with 
alumni brothers and university officials, in addition to building 
strong connections with philanthropic causes.

The chapter has a new website (http://www.usclambdachi.com).

South Carolina (Epsilon-Psi)
On June 7, alumni and 
undergraduate brothers 
worked together to 
install exterior shutters 
for the entire house, 
apply pine straw, 
and perform extreme 
cleaning of the chapter 
house. In addition, 
the alumni provided 

funds for the purchase of additional dining room furniture, a 
milk dispensing machine, and a char-broiler for the food service 
operations. Mike Hartley (1981) donated the materials and labor 
to paint the upstairs hallway.

The alumni brothers 
included: Fred Askins, 
Sid Calvo, Steve 
Corso, Mike Gillespie, 
Fred Goebler, Cade 
Gibson, Mike Hartley, 
David Johnson, Rick 
Lebel, Ron Nestor, 
Price Reeves, and 
Jim Tothill. The 

undergraduate brothers included: Mike Corso, Chad Dial, 
Harrision Fink, Matt Fisher, Stuart Miller, Tim Pieper, Justin 
Shaw, Richard Velasquez, Zack White, and Austin Williams.

South Florida (Lambda-Mu)
Scott T. Hanna (2002) died February 3, 2008.

Southeast Missouri State (Delta-Phi)
Neal E. Boyd  (1998) is participating in NBC’s “America’s Got 
Talent.”

Tennessee-Chattanooga (Zeta-Phi)
Jeff Wilcox (2009) was elected student body president for the 
2008–2009 school year.

Dr. Everette W. Ingram Jr. (1985) was selected as the Instructor of 
the Year for 2007 by the 
Professional Association 
of Diving Instructors. 
During each of the last 
three years, he has taught 
more students than any 
other instructor in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. In 2007, Ingram 
also was honored by 
PADI as the winner of 
the Instructor of the Year 
for teaching the largest 
number of specialty 
courses for 2006.

Texas State-San Marcos (Lambda-Phi)
David Leija died February 24, 2008.

Washington (Alpha-Psi)
Paul C. Davis (1953) died.

William & Mary (Epsilon-Alpha)
Chartered in 1927, the chapter initiated its 1,400th brother.

The chapter held a senior dinner on April 23, at the Williamsburg 
Hospitality House. Four members of the chapter’s Alumni 
Advisory Board attended the dinner, along with Lambda Chi 
Alpha Director of Development Charlie DeMaio (Indiana State 
1973). Fourteen graduating seniors were recognized for their 
outstanding contributions to Lambda Chi Alpha during their 
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college careers. The dinner was chaired by chapter Vice President 
William Hammer (2009).

Two seniors were honored with Outstanding Senior Awards; 
Andrew James (2008) and John Ockerman. James has served the 
chapter as social chairman and finance chairman while Ockerman 
served as chapter vice president.

The chapter was awarded the Fraternity Cup Award, which is 
given annually to the fraternity with the best intramural sports 
program. Championship teams this year included softball, 
hockey, and outdoor soccer. Stars of the softball team include 
brothers Andy Speidell, Andrew James, and Hunter Kreger. Stars 
of the hockey team included brothers Kevin Fitzmartin and goalie 
John Ockerman, and stars of the outdoor soccer team included 
brothers James Zhang, John German, and Kem Alily.

Wisconsin-Whitewater (Lambda-Iota)
Matthew Nelson was called to 
active duty by the U.S. Army 
and will serve in Iraq beginning 
this summer. He will be doing 
paralegal work on an Air Force 
Base just a few miles north of 
Baghdad.

Worcester (Pi)
Sean Sears (2007) won the 2008 
Bud Light/USA Rock Paper 
Scissors League Championship 
on June 22, in Las Vegas. He 
earned $50,000 and will now 
compete in the international championships in August at the 
Summer Olympics in Beijing, China. 
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By Tad Lichtenauer (Denison 1987)

Maj. Gen. R. Martin Umbarger was appointed as the adjutant 
general of Indiana in 2004.

Adjutant General of Indiana

So Umbarger left for basic training as a private and then he went off 
to infantry officer candidate school, and became a platoon leader.

“At the time, I had no idea what that meant,” he says. “I was just a 
private serving my time, doing my part for my country.”

Originally signed for a six-year obligation, Umbarger has now been 
with the Indiana National Guard for 39 years — 35 of those as a 
citizen soldier or weekend warrior.

Working as a civilian at his father’s agricultural business, Umbarger 
had a few moments over his 39 years when he almost asked for a 
discharge and retired — only to have a mentor, someone he really 
respected, ask him to stay.

“I really felt like I was needed, felt like I was making a difference,” he 
says. “It was something that I enjoyed.”

For Umbarger, the National Guard is a military fraternity.

“Those men and women who wear the uniform...it’s just a special 
bond you have. When someone asks you to remain, and most of the 
time it was for another assignment, it was kind of a challenge,” he 
says. “I found it was a great compliment to my civilian job. You learn 
a lot of leadership traits.”

Since assuming his current role in 2004, Umbarger has had the 
responsibility for training, equipping, and the readiness of all the 
Army and Air Forces of the Indiana National Guard for wherever 
they are needed on the state or federal level.

He has been to Iraq four times and Afghanistan three times to visit 
the troops.

“I feel an obligation to go 
over and visit and see how 
they are doing,” he says. 
“To see how the training 
was that they had received. 
Do they have the proper 
equipment? So as we come 
home and we get ready to 
train those that are in the 
next rotation, we can tweak or alter training programs for them.”

Maj. Gen. R. Martin Umbarger grew up on the south side of 
Indianapolis. Little did he 
know the impact that the 
minister of his church, who 
had been a minister in 
Evansville, Indiana, would 
have on his college selection.

While Umbarger (Evansville 
1969) was busy being a varsity 
athlete in high school, his 
minister was sending updates 
to representatives at the 
University of Evansville.

“When I was a senior, he 
asked if I’d go make a visit,” 
Umbarger says. “I went down 
and made a visit and I just fell in love with it....I came back and they 
offered me a football scholarship. That’s really the reason why I went.”

Umbarger enjoyed Evansville, and liked that it was far enough, but 
not too far, from home.

During his freshman year, many other varsity athletes joined 
fraternities but Umbarger decided he wasn’t quite ready.

“I elected my freshman year not to pledge,” he says. “As each day 
went by as a freshman going to school, I began to see the Lambda 
Chi guys....I liked what I saw with the Lambda Chi guys....The clouds 
parted after my first year and I knew that if I wanted to be in a 
fraternity, I wanted to be a Lambda Chi.”

National Guard
After graduating from Evansville in 1969, Umbarger went back home 
where his father ran an agricultural business.

A World War I veteran, his father recommended that Umbarger visit 
the Indiana National Guard to see if he could enlist there instead of 
being drafted.

Even though there was a long waiting list, Umbarger’s college degree 
helped him to be placed in officer candidate school.
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Umbarger was appointed 
originally to his post by 
then Indiana Gov. Joseph 
E. Kernan. He was notified 
about the appointment 
during one of his visits to 
the Middle East.

“It was quite a shocker to 
me because I had always 
considered myself a 
traditional part-timer,” 
Umbarger says. “But my wife, my family, and I made a decision that 
maybe it was meant to be.”

After his first tenure in office, he was reappointed by current Indiana 
Gov. Mitchell E. Daniels Jr.

“So I’ve had an opportunity work with two very, very good men, very 
good governors,” he says.

Family Business
In addition to his National Guard duties, Umbarger and his family 
still maintain their family agricultural business.

Even though he has taken a leave of absence from the business, the 
previous years he worked there taught him some important lessons.

“My experiences working in agriculture and working in my own 
business helps with my military work — budgets, hiring people, 
promoting people, working with banks....It was also a good proving 
ground for me as I got higher up in the ranks of the national guard.”

Unlike the corporate world, initial leadership roles in the military can 
include being in charge of dozens of men.

“The military really puts you in leadership positions that it takes years 
in the civilian world where you would ever be a leader of that many 
people,” Umbarger says. “At an early age, it exposes you to an 
opportunity to lead people. The military is big on schooling, and 
giving you experience...and really the corporate world has copied 
many of the programs the military has instituted on how you develop 
leaders.”

Job Details
The adjunct general position 
is the appointed leader of 
the National Guard for 
each state and the 
commander and chief is 
the governor of each state.

“My responsibility is to 
assure that all the federal 
dollars that are sent into us 

to equip our soldiers and airmen is used properly,” Umbarger says. 
“The training is conducted. So when the nation needs them, and they 
call them off to war, then they are properly trained and equipped and 
they are able to do their job.”

Because of the huge demand for military personnel for the war on 
terrorism, Umbarger currently receives about 94 percent of his 
funding from federal money and 6 percent from state money.

The Indiana National Guard has 14,500 soldiers and airmen, which is 
the fourth largest army guard in the nation behind only Texas, 
California, and Pennsylvania.

Lambda Chi Days
Umbarger was recently 
selected as an Evansville 
distinguished alumnus and 
he had the opportunity to 
go back to Evansville and 
speak at the Founders Day 
banquet.

During his speech, he 
spoke about his 
undergraduate experiences at Evansville and he categorized them into 
three areas.

“The first was, I enjoyed the small college environment at the 
University of Evansville,” he says. “The second was playing football, 
athletics, and being able to do it at a school, which was very 
meaningful for me. But the last one, that really formed me into the 
guy I was, was my experience in the Fraternity. It just makes you look 
at life a little more broad, it polishes you.”

Umbarger stays in touch with several alumni brothers, including a 
core group of about 15 brothers in Indianapolis.

Those relationships are testament to how Lambda Chi Alpha is not 
for four years, it’s for life. In addition, Umbarger believes the 
Fraternity motto, Naught Without Labor, is a concept he believes in 
very strongly.

“In life, we’ve all learned that it’s not the good times...it’s not 
something that’s been handed to you on a platter that you remember,” 
he says. “It’s the tough times that you’ve worked so hard — the blood, 
sweat and tears — for something.” 




